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siu2 ci4, xido chi

The Little Pond ‘

Many Chinese poets have written poems featuring dragonflies. Here is one of them. This poem was
written by 155 B joeng4 maan6 leoi5/ yang wan Ii. Wikipedia tells us he was born in 1127 and died
1206. Many of his poems were about nature. Listen to reading of the poem in Cantonese here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OLLBypPGZ3s&t=19s
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cyun4 ngaan5 mou4 seng1 sik1 sai3 lau4
guan yan wu shéng xi xi lid
[spring] [eye] [without] [sound] [cherishes] [thin] [flow]

A thin stream of water flows silently from the spring/
The spring lovingly releases a thin stream of water.
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syu6 jam1 ziu3 seoi2 ngoi3 cing4 jau4
shu yin zhao shui ai qing réu
[tree] [shadow] [reflect] [water] [love] [clear] [gentle]

The tree’s shadow is reflected in the water, it loves the clear gentle day
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siu2 ho4 coi4 lou6 zim1 zim1 gok3
xido hé cai lu jian jian jiao
[small] [lotus] [just] [reveals] [pointy] [pointy] [corner]

The small lotus has only just revealed its pointed tips

FA i IEST B

zou?2 jau>5 cing1 ting4 lap6 soeng5/6 tau4
zdo you ging ting li shang tou
[soon] [there is] [dragonfly] [stands] [on top of] [the head]

Soon a dragonfly is standing on the tip of the lotus.



