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This poem was written by = /il goul ding2 /gao ding, who lived in the Qing Dynasty. He is
not a super famous poet — this poem is his only well-known piece of work.
The poem is about the beauty of a spring day. The first two lines describe the natural scenery
and the rejuvenation of plants as spring arrives. The second two lines introduce humans into
the picture. The poet paints an idyllic picture of a carefree childhood, as the children rush to

fly their kites in the spring breeze.

The poem is an example of -t = #8%) — there are 4 lines and 7 syllables to each line. They are
usually read 2 syllables + 2 syllables + 3 syllables. This gives a pleasing rhythm.

The poem mentions — A. In this context, — A is not ‘February’ ; it’s the 2" month in the
lunar calendar.
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cou2 zoeng?2 ang1 feil ji6 jyut6 tin1
cao zhang ying féi er yue tian

[the grass] [grows] [oriole] [fly ] [second] [month] [sky]
Grass is growing and orioles are flying in the second month.
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fat1 tai4 joeng4 lau5 zeoi3 ceon1 jin1
fu di yang lit zui chdn yan

[stroke] [embankment] [willow] [drunken] [spring] [smoke]
Brushing the embankment, the willows are drunk with spring mist.
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ji4 tung4 saan3 hok6 gwai1l loi4 zou2
ér tong san xué gui lai zao

[children] [disperse] [school] [return] [come] [early]
Children going home early after school

> P~ . B
tE A KRBT o
mong4 can3 dung1 fung1 fong3 zi2 jyun1
mang chen dong féng fang zhi yuan

[busy] [take advantage of ] [east] [wind] [put] [paper] [hawk]
take advantage of the east wind to fly kites.



